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This issue of UTEP Magazine concentrates on the remarkable growth UTEP is experiencing and will continue to experience through
our Centennial celebration in 2014 and beyond.
We will confer our lOO,OOOth degree in May, a milestone that fills us with immeasurable pride and satisfaction. In the 97 years
s·ince our founding, we have instilled within our students the notion that dreaming big is the first step toward big achievements. Big
dreams motivated UTEP alumnus Danny Olivas, who as a NASA astronaut flew on two Space Shuttle missions; Robert O'Rear, who
led the development of Microsoft's legendary MS-DOS personal computer operating system; and Pat Mora, poet, author and founder
of Dia de los Niiios/Dia de los Libras who was recognized in Poets&: Writers magazine as one of the "Fifty Most Inspiring Authors ·i n
the World."
We are proud of these and our many other alumni who have come to UTEP determined to make their dreams come true. Their
accomplishments illustrate what happens when dedication and hard work meet opportunity.
Because we have remained true to our mission to provide all residents of our Paso del Norte region with access to an outstanding
education, UTEP's students reflect the demographics of El Paso County from which we draw 83 percent of our students:· 76 percent
of them are Hispanic. It is this student profile, together with the high-quality education and research we engage in on this campus,
that is propelling UTEP toward becoming the first research universityin the U.S. with a 21st century student demographic.
UTEP is today the school of choice for more than 22 ,000 students, the largest enrollment in our history. And just as our enrollment
has grown, so has the campus itself. Cranes and cement mixers have become symbols of our progress. And once these new
buildings and renovated facilities are completed, they will create a platform for further expansion of our academic programs and
research capaQilities.
·
The Health Sciences and Nursing Building is expected to be completed by june. The $60 million, 130,000-square-foot facility
includes ,classrooms and laboratories, and features a 16,000-square-foot simulation center where students will receive state-of-the
.
art clinical practice experience.
Another new facility that will expand our research capacity
is the Nanotechnology Fabrication Center, scheduled to be
completed this s~mer. The center will provide the particlefree environment critical to the integrity of research leading
to the development of electronic materials and devices for the
telecommunications, energy and biomedical industries.
These facilities , and others currently under construction or
undergoing renovation, represent the progress th.at will accelerate
UTEP's journey toward becoming a national research or Tier One
university.
As this issue of UTEP Magazine clearly conveys, the expanding
UTEP campus ensures a bright future for our fast-growing
student population. And, just as we look on our past with pride
and satisfaction, we will step confidently into the future, knowing
that our greatest triumphs lie ahead.

Go Miners!

DIANA NATALICIO
UTEP PRESIDENT
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* Douglas Osheroff

* Sam Tanenhaus

The editor of the New York Times Book
Review gave a lecture and presented his new
book, The Death of Conservatism, in October
2010. In the discussion, he drew upon his extensive background in contemporary American
politics and the history of conservatism in the
United States.

The acclaimed editor of Texas Monthly
visited UTEP in October 2010 to promote his
new book, Nothing Happened and Then It
Did. He shared excerpts before an audience
of faculty, staff and students in the Blumberg
Auditorium.

* David Longanecker

* Cliff Adelman

The president of the Western Interstate
Commission for Higher Education gave his
perspective on President Obama's ed~cational
plans during his Millenium Lecture speech,
Obama's Goal - Best in the World by 2020 Nice Idea, But Can We Get There From Here?
He visited in December 2010.

The former senior research analyst at the
U.S. Department of Education and current
senior associate at the Institute for Higher
Education Policy discussed educational
accountability in his November 2010
presentation- part of the Millennium Lecture
Series.

The 1996 co-recipient of the Nobel Prize
in Physics gave a special public lecture
in November 2010 and discussed how
discoveries in science occur and what
strategies researchers can use to increase
the chances of making a breakthrough.

* Jamie Merisotis
The president and chief executive officer of
the Lumina Foundation for Education discussed
the foundation's Goal 2025, which is based on
student preparation, success and productivity.
His presentation during the Millennium Lecture
Series in February 2011 was titled, Tapping into
the Power of the 21'' Century Student.

* Hilary Pennington

* Danny Olivas

The director of education,
·
pOstsecondary success and special
initiatives for the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation told a March 2011
Millennium Lecture audience that
institutions of higher education must
increase educational opportunities
for all students. Pennington called
UTEP a national model for higher
education in the 21' 1 century.

The former NASA astronaut
and UTEP alumnus returned to
his alma mater as the opening
speaker for the 2011 Shape
Your Life, Shape Your Future
student leadership conference
in February. Olivas told the
students that mankind should
think more about what it has in
common, and look for ways to
make life better.

..
UTEP Magazine Spring 2011

,. '

·-·

I

5

Program Takes St~dents FHAR
Jessica Archuleta had lived in five foster
homes since she was ll years old. But as she
was about to transition or "age out" of the foster
care system at age 18, she was left with the
daunting question, "What now?"
At an age when most young people are making
plans to enter college, find a job and seek
their independence with the support of family,
Archuleta was on her own.
"In foster care, when you're 18, it can feel
like you either sink or swim," Archuleta, now 24,
said. "I was worried (about a) lack of a support
system, but I was so motivated and looking
forward to getting my freedom."
Archuleta prepared for her independence
by taking classes through the Preparation for
Adult Living (PAL) program offered by the Texas
Department of Family and Protective Services.
The classes prepare foster care youth for
independent living by showing them such skills as
how to balance a checkbook and sign a lease.
Through one of these classes, Archuleta
learned about Texas Senate Bill1652, which
waives tuition and fees at state-supported
vocational schools, colleges and universities for
students who aged out of the foster care system
in Texas. Youths who are adopted from foster
care or who are eligible for adoption at age 14 or
older may also be eligible for the waiver.
Archuleta used the waiver to enroll at El Paso
Community College in 2004, transferring to The·
University of Texas at El Paso in 2008.
But the road to graduation for Archuleta, a
social work major, has been a challenge.
Last year, a class she took was not waived and
she had to pay for it out of her own pocket.
"It caused a ripple effect where I couldn't pay
my rent and I had to get a loan to cover that,"
Archuleta said.
She contacted Josue G. Lachica, who until
recently was an academic adviser with UTEP's
Academic Advising Center and the coordinator
of the Foster, Homeless, Adoption Resources
(FHAR) program at the University.
Lachica, who left his position to become a
social work grad student at UTEP, was well
: acquainted with the state's tuition waiver and
helped get Archuleta a refund within five days.
The FHAR program was created at the
Univ.ersity more than a year ago to connect
taster care alumni, adoptees and homeless
individuals with the necessary resources to
obtain a university education. While other
programs throughout the United States offer
tuition waiver assistance, Lachica said FHAR
is the only program to offer help to all three
populations.
TM first time Lachica heard about the tuition
waiver wa·s ~hen a student who had aged out of
foster care asked him about.if. ·
:-

"Working with individual cases, we started to
understand better what this tuition waiver was
and we started to understand what was lacking,"
Lachica said.
He saw an opportunity to develop a program
that would provide students who were homeless,
adopted or lacked a family support system with
the different services available to them at the
University and in the community, such as housing,
health care and financial aid.
"Our primary mission is to help students
navigate higher education," said Donna Ekal,
associate provost of undergraduate studies. "But
we know that for them to be successful at UTEP,
there are all these issues outside of school that
impact them. We try to connect them with the
resources in the c'ommunity that can help them
with these external issues."
Lachica said there is a movement among
education providers to increase higher education
awareness among foster care youth.
According to Casey Family Programs, a national
operating foundation based in Seattle that works
to provide and improve foster care, only 7 to 13
percent of students from foster care enroll in
higher education. The study also found that only
about 2 percent of foster care alumni obtained
bachelor's degrees.
"Education is not ingrained in us as a first
priority," Archuleta said. "We're more concerned
with how we are going to live and what we are
going to do, and education is the last thing on our
minds."
Lachica said that there is a high correlation
between homelessness and foster care youth.
Once youths age out of the foster care system,
they no longer have access to services provided
by the state. As such, up to 50 p·ercent of foster
care alumni end up being homeless within the
first 18 months of emancipation, he said.

By Laura L. Acosta

But Lachica said FHAR helps Students who want
to break the cycle of poverty by giving them the
resources they need to navigate the system and
work their way through higher education.
"It shows that they have the drive to get out of
their situation," he said. "This person is stepping
into an institution that may be intimidating, but
they're doing it. All they need is a little bit of
help."
FHAR works with community organizations such
as the Pride Center and the Opportunity Center
to spread the word about the program. It also
provides student referrals to these centers.
Currently the program helps 31 foster care
youth and 25 homeless individuals who are
enrolled at UTEP or plan to attend the University.
Archuleta, who is now working with the
program as an outreach specialist, knows first . "
hand the challenges foster care youth face.
"It helps them not feel like they're going
through the process alone. We want themto
get an education so they can help themselves,"
she said.
For more information about the program,
contact 915-747-6674 or e-mail fhar@utep.edu. ~
(A version of this story first appeared in the Oct. 24
-Oct. 30, 2010, issue of El Paso I nc.)
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"WE'RE NOT TRYING TO
MAKE A JUDGMENT, BUT
THE ATIITUDE IN THEIR
CULTURE IS THAT YOU MUST
WORK TO SURVIVE."
Lawrence Ingalls, Ph.D.
18
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UTEP's SPEC
Creates Nexus
for Technology
By Joe Velarde

_

. ---~

"THE SPEC WILL BE ONE OF
THE WORLD'S FIRST BRICKAND-MORTAR 'FOUNDRIES'
FOR PRINTED ELECTRONICS.
A MARKET THAT IS EXPECTED
TO GROW INTO BILLIONS OF
DOLLARS OVER THE NEXT
DECADE."

Kenneth Church, Ph.D., research
professor and SPEC director

20
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The revolutionary technology needed
to manuracture sLimmer; l.j.ghter, but more
efficient consumer good~ such as computers,
televisions ana·cell phone~ is being tested at
The University of Texas. at El Paso.
Faculty and students who work at the
Structural and Printed Electroni~s Center
(SPEC) conduct the research needed .to make
tomorrow's dreams a reality.
Created with the help of a $9 million
donation from the Texas Emerging
Technology Fund, The University of Texas
System and Lockheed Martin Aeronautics,
the center opened in january inside UTEP's
W.M. Keck Center for 3-D Innovation.
The new center will combine additive
manufacturing- the creation of a part or
product by adding layers of material in an
efficient way that results in less waste -with
printed electronics technologies to build
entirely new functional products.
"The SPEC will be one of the world's first
brick-and-mortar 'foundries' for printed
electronics, a market that is expected to grow
into billions of dollars over the next decade,"
said Kenneth Church, Ph.D. , r.esearch
professor and SPEC director. ''We anticipate
3D Monolithix (the horizontal and vertical
stacking of circuits) will be one of the first
of many opportunities to commercialize
the research conducted by our faculty and
students."
The SPEC plans to build on the worldclass successes achieved by the Keck Center
in research, rapid-prototyping and additive
manufacturing equipment.
The Keck Center, located on the first
floor of the College of Engineering Bui-lding,
will balloon to 12,000 square feet to
accommodate the SPEC, which will have
labs for optics, lasers and metrology. The
computer-driven systems will fabricate
complex three-dimensional mechanical
and electronic devices, and even medical
products formed of living tissue.
"This is revolutionary, not evolutionary,"
said Ryan Wicker, Ph.D., professor of
mechanical engineering and Keck Center
director, last year when the SPEC was being
planned. "Evolution is too slow."
The creation of the SPEC will generate
outstanding research opportunities for UTEP
faculty and students, and lead to exciting
discoveries and the creation of high-paying,
high-skilled jobs in the Paso del Norte
region, said University President Diana
Natalicio.
"UTEP, with our long and proud
engineering legacy, is now ready to become
the region's nexus for the next generation of
manufacturing technologies," she said. ~

Christopher Villa, a consultant with Helix Solutions, left, and John Bretting, Ph.D., associate professor of public
administration, are updated on a project that will benefit the United Way of El Paso County by graduate students,
seated from left, William Castilla, Angelica Jaquez and Marcus Brown.

United Way, UTEP Join Forces for
Solution-Driven Models
By Daniel Perez • Photo by Laura Trejo

Graduate students from The University of
Texas at El Paso are in the middle of a realworld project that could become a blueprint
for nonprofit agencies that deal with costconscious donors and growing community
needs.
Fifteen students who took a Master of
Public Administration (M.P.A.) class during
the spring 2011 semester worked on the
first two phases of a groundbreaking plan
that will assess, track and gauge the United
· Way of El Paso County's progress toward its
goals in education, basic needs and income.
The project is the latest example of the
valuable experiences students gain through
!JTEP's M.P.A. program. Previous classes
have produced work for the City of El Paso
focused on the impact of gang;activity and
·
the sustainability of mass transit.
· john Bretting, Ph.Q., associate professor of
yublic administration, said the partnerships
serve srudents on multiple levels.
In:this case, the students gain access to

decision-makers who can demonstrate
how things get done among El Paso
nonprofits. The students can also make
recommendations to modify and improve
the way nonprofit organizations use their
funds. And the students can demonstrate
their skills to people who may hire them or
help them land a job.
"This is the illustration of service
learning," Bretting said.
The skeleton of the United Way plan was
developed by Christopher Villa, principal
consultant with Helix Solutions, an El Pasobased strategic planning firm. He earned his
M.P.A. and M.B.A. in 2007 from UTEP.
Villa suggested the partnership because
the students use what they learn in the
classroom toward a real-world solution, and
the agency will receive a needed quality
product for little to no cost. The partnership
strengthens the community, Villa said.
The local Unit~d Way spent eight years
building a transparent and inclusive

foundation for its strategic new outcomebased plan that focuses on education, basic
needs and income.
"We needed a template that would tell us
if we're making a difference ," said Deborah
Zuloaga, president and chief executive
officer of the United Way of El Paso County
"Today's philanthropists want to know how
they've impacted a community. They want
to see positive change."
Among the students involved is Marcus
Brown, who anticipates earning his M.P.A. ·
in May 2012. /
Brown said he looked forward to the
·
research, during which his team will
learn the best and worst practices of other
nonprofits. The ·information will be used to
develop methods to streamline the donation
process and make it more accountable and
data driven.
"I see this as a lab in which we can look at
what other cities do and see how we can go
beyond that," he said. ~
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A lifelong love to surf has created a
philanthropic opportunity for a student
from The University of Texas at El Paso
to help people with cystic fibrosis , a lifethreatening disease that can impact a
person's ability to breathe and digest food.
Tess Hall, a sophomore kinesiology
major, combined her interests in hanging
10 with physical therapy to create a website
and short film for her fall 2010 First-Year
Composition class that defines cystic
fibrosis (CF) and details how the salt in sea
air can benefit people with the disease.
CF is a genetic disease that causes thick,
sticky mucus to clog lungs and disrupt the
digestive tract. It affects 30,000 Americans
and about 70,000 people worldwide,
according to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
website. Hall's video highlights the research
that shows how the inhalation of sea air
breaks down the excess mucus and allows
people with CF to enjoy deep breaths.
The student's seven-minute film earned
praise from as far away as her hometown of
Anaheim, Calif., where Michael Shumard,
executive director of the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation, Orange.Lounty Office, asked
her to be part of the Surf Experience Days.
She will teach surfing classes this summer
to children with CF and work on the
group's annual gala fundraiser, Pipeline to
a Cure.
•.
"Passion is what drives our foundation,
and when I met Tess and saw all she did
through her video to create awareness
about cystic fibrosis, I had to recruit her
to do more and help spread that passion
throughout our community," Shumard said.
Hall, who also is a midfielder on UTEP's
soccer team, said she is thrilled with the
opportunities that have sprouted from her
project, especially the dialogue and growth
of CF awareness it has started among her
friends.
"They're all stoked," said Hall, who used
the surfer lingo for "full of enthusiasm."
Hall said UTEP soccer coach Kevin
Cross has given her a few days off from
preseason training to attend the Aug. 6 gala
in Huntington Beach, Calif.
Among tho_;;e excited by Hall's success
is her composition class instructor, judith
Fourzan-Rice, who helped Hall shape her
project.
"Tess exemplifies the best in our
students. She came to class ready and open
minded," Fourzan-Rice said. "She is the
product of good luck made possible by
hard work, dedication and interest, and she
deserves great recognition for that." ~

.

Her passion for surfing and success in the classroom has created
p1lilanthropic opportunities for Tess Hall, a sophomore kinesiology major.

,

.
\
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hard. I don't want to talk about this stuff.
barbed wire until a group of Nazis became
You try to put (the memories) away, but most suspicious and began to surround him.
of it you can't."
He called out an emergency password to
Interest in his work at Buchenwald
his U.S. guard, but was ignored initially.
resurfaced recently because of his
Fortunately, another more senior guard
heard Rosenberg's plea and got him out of
involvement in The Lampshade, a book
harm's way.
published in 2010 about a lamp discovered
in 2005 at a New Orleans rummage sale.
"It was nightmarish. I shiver when I think
The shade supposedly-was made of human
of it. People were killed if someone thought
skin that belonged to a Buchenwald prisoner. they were giving information to the enemy. I
was getting scared," he said. ''I'm sure there
Rosenberg was interviewed for the book
were others who didn't make it out."
and also for news stories after the book was
Upon his return to the states, he earned a
released.
Rosenberg found his copy of the report on master's degree in community organization
from the University of Pittsburgh School
the freed Buchenwald prisoners in the late
1980s in a bedroom closet where he keeps
of Social Work. Rosenberg used his skills
much of his war memorabilia. He gave the
to quell race issues in Baltimore, Chicago,
report - the only complete copy thought
Dayton (Ohio), Detroit and New Orleans. He
to exist- to his colleague David Hackett,
also served the U. S. government as an urban
Ph.D., professor of history at UTEP. Hackett's renewal expert in Austria and Belgium and
specialty is German and European history.
was part of a United Nations Economic
Hackett took the brittle, yellowed and,
Council in Switzerland.
in some cases, barely legible carbon copied
"My job was trying to get people to work
together," he said and added that he usually
pages, translated them and edited them
lectured about his efforts at area colleges and
into The Buchenwald Report, which was
universities.
published in 1995. After the book was
released, Rosenberg donated his copy of the
During a cross-crumtry road trip, he
report to the National Holocaust Museum in
visited UTEP's Department of Sociology.
After a brief conversation, the department
Washington, D.C.
Hackett said his friend took a hands-off
chairman told Rosenberg that the University
approach as the book was prepared.
wanted someone with his skills to start a
"(Rosenberg) couldn't deal with it
community organizing curri<;ulum a!).d
emotionally," Hackett said. "He was pleased
offered him a job. Rosenberg liked the
when it (was published). I think it helped get border and the University and accepted the
him the recognition he deserved ."
job offer in 1980. He stayed ·w years.
Rosenberg was born in 1918 and raised
Today he lives in a secorid-floor apartment
in a well-to-do German-Jewish family in
in a gated West El Paso cdmmunity nestled
Gottingen , Germany. He attended a local
in the foothills of the Franklin Mountains.
university, but left for America in the late
He is married to Lourdes, his wife of 33
1930s after he recovered from a savage
years and a retired bilingual education
beating by Nazi soldiers. Many members of
teacher whom he met at UTEP.
Rosenberg was remembered as
his family were not as fortunate: 28 of them
were killed as part of Adolf Hitler's final
approachable, encouraging and professional
by former student Eunice Martinez, a
solution.
He arrived in New York, but within a few
licensed professional counselor and social
worker with the Elinor Zind Early Child
years enrolled in the University of Miami
School of Law. The Army drafted him in
Intervention program. The 1987 UTEP
1942 before he could complete his studies.
grafluate, who earned her bachelor's degree
He was assigned to the Army's air corps
in social work, said Rosenberg always was
involved in department activities.
and armored branch before he joined an
intelligence unit.
She said he,occasionally would share
Rosenberg used his fluency in German,
stories aboutnis life during the war and
English and French to translate German
praised him for his resilience and inri.er
intelligence, interrogate German prisoners,
strength.
"He brought so much life experience into
and use that information to prepare
the classroom," she said. "His teaching went
materials that would demoralize German
beyond the books."
soldiers.
"It was quite effective," he said about the
Martinez also commented about her
psychological warfare.
former professor's physical traits and fashion
choices - his shaven head, ramrod posture
One of his most dangerous missions
was when he impersonated a Nazi and was
and use of ascots.
"You know, I always thought he looked
captured by U.S. troops. He played it cool
inside the chpin-link cages topped with
· like a spy," she said. ~
UTEP Magazine Sp ring 2011
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Stories Compiled by Jenn Crawford, Dani el Perez, Laura L. Acosta, Chris Lechuga and Joe Velarde

THE PLAN TO BUILD The University of Texas at El Paso into a national research institution started with a dream that was
backed up with a can-do attitude. UTEP ADMINISTRATORS set their sights high when they developed the University's 10-year
master plan in 2001. The vision included the addition of l milli<?n square feet in academic, research and support space. For some,
the idea was a hard sell since it might be too difficult to find the money. UNIVERSITY LEADERS explained the expansion plans
to the Texas Legislature and The University of Texas Board of Regents and got them to share the vision. Each completed project
showed an effective use of taxpayer funds and a determination to become a Tier One institution by 2018. BY THE END OF
20ll, the University will have spent $383 million on just under 2 million square feet of additional space, including several new
academic buildings capable of state-of-the-art research. "PEOPLE DIDN'T THINK WE COULD DO IT," said Greg McNicol,
associate vice president for facilities services. "The thing is none of our people took 'no' for an answer. Sure it was a daunting task,
but none of us thought we couldn't get it done. Our attitude was to go after things and see where we landed."
32
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IN A PLACE-WHERE PASSION FOR THE FINE ARTS WOULD SEEM ALL BUT EXTINGUISHED
CIUDAD JUAREZ MAINTAINS ITS LOVE FOR CLASSICAL MUSIC.

Sweet Symphony
In keeping that appreciation for the
arts alive along the border, faculty and
students from The University of Texas at
El Paso cross from El Paso, Texas, into
juarez, Mexico, to play in the Universidad
Autonoma de Ciudadjuarez (UACj)
Symphony Orchestra, despite the threat of
violence that has plagued the city.
The ensemble, which is comprised of
musicians (rom both sides of the border,
continues to play for near sold-out crowds at
each·performance.
"I love playing in [the symphony]," said
Steve Wilson, D. M.A•., associat professor
of music at UTEP ;:1nd trombone player in
the symphony. "The audience's-are highly
engaged in what's going o_n,and really
enthusiastic' in the 'musk." ·
Wilson, who has participated with
Orquestra S_infonica d~ la Universid?d

Autonoma de Ciudad juarez (Symphony
Orchestra of the Autonomous University of
Ciudad juarez) for about five years has seen
firsthand how the city has changed. With
many of the principle players leaving the
symphony to avoid the violence, musicians
from the U.S. were recruited to fill the
empty spots, making it a truly binational
orchestra.
A five-minute drive from the Bridge of
the Americas Port of Entry, one of four
international bridges that link El Paso to
juarez, the music hall at UACj provides
a sort of safe haven for music lovers who
escape the sounds of fighting and struggle
in exchange for Mozart, Beethoven and
Shubert.
"For (the audience), it may be a refuge
from the violence," said Steve Haddad,
senior lecturer;, and area director of

By Chris Lechuga • Photo by J.R. Hernandez

commercial music at UTEP. "(It's) a place
they can go where they can leave that
behind for a couple of hours and hear music
and know that there is still some level of
beauty in an otherwise ugly environment."
For Haddad, the group's newest tuba
player, performing with the juarez
symphony is no,..different than playing
with groups in 1:1 Paso or Las Cruces.
The same amount of professionalism and
musicianship is required in the juarez
symphony, especially since the ensemble
performs the most operas in Mexico outside
of Mexico City, he said.
Along with Wilson and Haddad , as many
as lO UTEP students and numerous alumni
also are involved in the symphony and
contribute their talents south of the
border, taking the necessary precautions
to stay safe. §1
UTEP Magazine Sp ring 2011
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Miners Pick Up
21 Recruits, One Son
By Joe Velarde

The next crop of Miner football hopefuls
- 16 freshmen and five junior-college
transfers- signed on the dotted line Feb. 2
and agreed to don the orange and blue to
continue their gridiron careers.
UTJP head coach Mike Price revealed
the names of the 21 signees during a news
conference at the Larry K. Durham Sports
Center.
Three of the players -linebacker Tyrone
Darling, quarterback Blair Sullivan and wide
receiver Ishmael Harrison- were among the
Texas Top 300 in Dave Campbell's Football
Magazine, but the biggest contribution
next season should come from the transfer
students, Price said.
"The junior college transfers that we
signed at mid-year look like they're all going
to play for us and be an important part of
our team this fall ," he said.
He ex pects them to play key roles during
spring drills that started April l. Those
student-athletes are linebackers josh Fely
and A.]. Ropati, quarterback Nick Lamaison,

52
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offensive lineman James Robinson and
defensive back Darren Woodard.
"They give us a lot of depth. They're
attending classes and they're fitting into
the program well," said Price, who led
the Miners in 2010 to their third bowl
appearance in seven seasons.
Incoming freshman Sullivan was first
team All-District and second team All-State
quarterback as a senior at San Antonio's
Central Catholic. He completed 112-of-217
passes (5 1.6 percent) for 1,876 yards and
24 touchdowns with three interceptions his
senior year. He also rushed for 820 yards
and 11 scores.
"We filled a need with Blair Sullivan. He's
probably going to be the face of our program
in two to three years,". Price said.
The coach also said he looks forward to
great production from the five big offensiveline recruits. The one name that might
be especially familiar to Miners fans is
A. C. Patterson, son of second-year UTEP
defensive coordinator Andre Patterson.

Coach Patterson said it will be an honor
to be on the same sideline with his son,
an All-State and All-League selection who
played center at Bishop Gorman High _
School in Las Vegas. It will be the first time
the two have shared a sideline.
"He's a big kid (6-1, 305), and he's always
been bigger than all of the other kids," the
elder Patterson said. "He's worked really
hard for this, and I think he fits into our
system nicely."
A.C. was rated the No. 28 center prospect
in the country by Scout. com, and the sixthbest overall prospect in the state of Nevada
by Rivals.com.
The younger Patterson said a reunion
with his father under the lights at the Sun
Bowl is an opportunity he's often thought
about since he was a small child.
"''ve never played with my father, so it's
going to be exciting," he said. "Some of my
earliest memories of the game are of my dad
coaching, watching him walk up and down
the sidelines." ~

UTEP Magazine Spring 2011

'\

•.,

U T E P

FormerUTEP
Athlete Boosts
Women's Sports
By Robert Seltzer

By focusing on the past, Anna Fuller is
trying to make an impact on the future .
Fuller graduated from UTEP in 1973,
earning the education degree that she
believes provided the foundation for all the
success she has achieved in life.
A school teacher for several years, both
in El Paso and abroad, Fuller eventually
followed the footsteps of her father, an
electrical contractor.
Fuller has enjoyed remarkable success
as an electrical contracting executive in El
Paso. She is president of Mountain Electric
Corp. and general manager of Tri-State
Electric Ltd.
"''m a busy person," she said, smiling.
"Because of my dad, I had a good leg up
on the business. And, I took a lot of math
courses in college."
Fuller also played tennis at UTEP, and
that is where her past and her vision of
the future intersect. A true pioneer, she
participated in the UTEP tennis program
before it was a tennis program. There were
no coaches, no uniforms, no facilities.
As a student at El Paso's Austin High
School, Fuller had been a city tennis
champion. Upon enrolling..at UTEP, she
continued to play recreationally at the El
Paso Tennis Club because tennis wasn't
offered at the University. That is where she
met three other former high school players.
"We had some alumni and some
professors who volunteered to help us,"
Fuller said. "They would raise money for us
and drive us to tournaments out of town.
Our mothers had to sew our uniforms."
While she has fond memories of those
years, Fuller w;nts to make ?UTe that

A I u m s

future UTEP athletes never lack the basic
resources, as she did,JS> excel in the sport
they love.
To that end, Fuller recently made a
generous commitment to the University,
establishing three endowments: a
scholarship for women's tennis and golf
athletes; an enhancement endo~ment that
provides funding for the construction,
enhancement and maintenanc~ of women's
tennis and golf facilities on campus; and a
head coaches' endowment that will enable
UTEP to attract and retain top coaching
talent for the women's tennis and golf
programs.
She included golf students in the
endowments because, while tennis was her
sport growing up, she has recently taken up
golf with the same zeal she once displayed
on the court.
The donation was made in the form of a
deferred charitable gift annuity. The annuity
ensures Fuller a sustained retirement income
through the course of her lifetime, after
which the balance will be distributed to
UTEP to fund the endowments.
"We're very ha'ppy," Victor Aguilar, head
tennis coach at UTEP, said. "And my players
are very excited. Anna is an old friend. l
grew up watching her play."
Twenty years after Fuller graduated, UTEP
launched a Division 1 tennis program, and
while the players still practice at the El Paso
Tennis Club, Fuller and Aguilar see a future
in which UTEP boasts its own tennis facility.
"Her gift was unbelievable," Aguilar said.
"l think other people will follow with their
own gifts. lt will help not only the tennis
team, but the University as a whole." ~
UTEP Magaz in e Spri ng 20 11
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Almn's g!ft honors wife,
·benefits future nurses
By Robert Seltzer • Photo by J.R. Hernandez

Christmas was approaching last year,
and Victor Arias wanted to give his wife
something different, something special- a
gift he could not find in a mall or catalog.
The gift he chose was so unique, so kind
and thoughtful, that his wife, Sandy Arias,
regards it as the "most beautiful" gift she has
ever received.
Victor's gift was a contribution to The
University of Texas at El Paso- where he
and Sandy earned their undergraduate
degrees - a donation made in his wife's
name to help finance the construction of the
new College of Health Sciences/School of
Nursing Building.
Sandy, a 2008 UTEP School of Nursing
Gold Nugget Award recipient, is a registered
nurse at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, a
Catholic school that serves children from
pre-kindergarten through eighth grade.
She also is a volunteer advocate for the
homeless population in Dallas, and has been
invested as a Dame in the Knights of Malta,
a Catholic order that recognizes those who
58

I
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have dedicated their lives to serving the
poor and sick.
Victor's contribution will play a critical
role in helping UTEP fill the growing
demand, regionally and nationally, for
nurses and other health care professionals.
It also will help propel the University
toward its goal of attaining national research
university status.
"This was the most beautiful gift that my
husband could have given to me," she said.
"It brought back flashbacks of the deep
experiences of being a nursing student."
In recognition of his gift, UTEP offered
Victor a naming opportunity in the new
building, and he chose to name a room after
his wife: The Sandra Endlich Arias, R. N.,
Group Study Room.
"To have (a room) in my name is a legacy
and I feel immensely proud," Sandy said.
Victor and Sandy view their quality
education at UTEP as the springboard for
their remarkable professional success.
Victor, who earned a B.B.A. in

management in 1978 and was presented
the UTEP Distinguished Alumni Award
in 2009, is a senior client partner at the
Dallas office of Korn/Ferry International,
the largest executive search and recruitment
firm in the world.
"UTEP gave me a sense of who I am,
where I'm from, and what is important," he
said. "What is important to me is dictated
by the values my parents instilled, values
that were also cultivated at UTEP -hard
work, don't take anything for granted, dare
to dream."
Sandy, who earned her bachelor's degree
in nursing in 1981, agreed.
"UTEP taught me not only to be a nurse,
but a leader - to make a difference and
stand up for changes when necessary to
promote quality of care for the patient and
family," she said. "UTEP has an excellent
nursing program that produces outstanding
nurses and I strive to live up to that
standard by being a ·leader in my field." ~

The best
gifts ore the

ones that lost
forever.

Quiet, talerited daug4.ter
inspired parents' gift
The best gifts are the ones that last
forever- monuments to the tenderness and
devotion we feel for a loved one.
That's why Mario and Yolanda
Padilla chose to make a gift to UTEP to
commemorate the life of their beloved
daughter- a dedicated student who
inspired everyone who knew her. Now, the
Padillas hope she will inspire generations
of students who never got the chance to
meet her.
<;:aprice Marie Padilla was diagnosed
with cystic fibrosis when she was eight
months old. She lost her battle with the
qisease at 26. Through the heartache that
·continues to grip her parents, however,
there is also a deep and abiding joy, for
~ they remember her grace and dignity, her
coprage'and commitment, ~er wisdom
and humor. Most·bf all, they remember her
quiet dedication to exc.el. ...
It is that dedic<!l'ion that her parents
have merooriall.zed through their recent
contribution to UTEP, which will establish
the Caprice Marie Padilla Quiet Study
Room in the pew Colleg,e of H?Jlth

,

...

By Robe rt Seltzer • Photo by Laura Trejo

Sciences/School of Nursing Building,
Coronado High School, Caprice earned
expected to be completed this summer.
a scholarship to UTEP in 2002. Yolanda
Caprice studied communication at UTEP
Padilla urged her daughter to study
from 2002 to 2005.
journalism.
"I loved her writing," Yolanda Padilla
"When the building has its grand
said. "She just had this gift."
opening, it will be a very emotional
moment for us," Yolanda Padilla said.
Living in the state capital', she combined
Mario Padilla is an obstetrician and
her two loves - writing and music - by
gynecologist in El Paso, and his wife is the
reviewing the local rock "n" roll scene for
area newspapers and magazines.
business manager. He opened his practice
"She wouldn't let her shyness hold her
after serving his residency at Thomason
back," Yolanda Padilla said. "She kept
General Hospital from 1980-1984. He
challenging herself, and I'm sure she would
met Yolanda, who graduated from UTEP
with a business degree in 1974, through a
have made it ro Rolling Stone or Spin
mutual friend . They h~ve a 24-year-old son, Magazine. That was her goal."
Michael B. , who adored his sister, they said.
As her academic career progressed,
"We knew we wanted to honor our
however, so did the disease that afflicted
daughter," Mario Padilla said. "She was
her. She passed away in 2009. The "quiet
so shy and quiet, and she never wanted
room" that honors her memory will open
the spotlight. What better way to honor
two years after her death.
"There are instances when it is the
her memory than with the quiet room? It
shows our pride in her, and it helps support children who teach the adults," Mario
education in El Paso."
Padilla said. "Caprice provided us with so
Caprice never used her disease as an
many valuable lessons- about life, about
"excuse" to keep her from excelling at
. courage, about not giving up." ~
school, her 'Parents said. A graduate of
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30's
Laymon N. Miller (B.A.
'38) of Fort Myers, Fla.,
writes articles on acoustics
for the quarterly newsletter
of the National Council of
Acoustical Consultants,
of which he has been an
honorary member for 15
years.

'40s
Dorothy Woodley Hunt
(B.A. '41), of El Paso, was
recognized in October
by the YWCA El Paso del
Norte Region for her many
activities and charitable
contributions to the
community. The city's Lower
Valley branch of the YWCA
was named in her honor.

'50s
Samuel A. " Sam"
Donaldson (B.A.
'55), veter:;m journalist
and former ABC News
correspondent, was the
keynote speaker at the
graduation ceremony for
Park University's Fort Bliss,
Texas, campus in'August.
Donaldson, a resident of
Mclean, Va., also was grand
marshal for the New Mexico
State Fair parade Sept. 11,
2010.
Don Maynard (B.A. '58)
authored the autobiography
You Can't Catch Sunshine,
which was released by
Triumph Books in October.
Maynard, who played
football for the Miners and
the New York Jets, is a
member of the UTEP and
Pro Football halls of fame.
He resides in Alto, N.M.

'60s
James L. Carter
(B.S.Mi. '61), a retired
UT Dallas geosciences
professor emeritus, is a
world-renowned expert in
simulated lunar regolith,
ot fake moon dirt, which
he routinely supplies to
NASA. Carter resides in
Richardson, Texas.
Luis A. "Louie"
Mendez Jr. (~.M. '60)
retired in August after
teaching music tor 50 years:
Mendez resides io Pearlan~,
Texas.
Lester L. "Les"· Parker
(B.B.A. '67; M.B.A. '77), .
presidenrand chief
~
executive officer Qf United

Bank of El Paso del Norte,
was named to the Minority
Bank Council of the
Independent Community
Bankers of America in May.
Phillip T. Smith (B.A.
'64), a professor of history
at Saint Joseph's University
in Philadelphia, spent the
spring 2010 semester in
England researching the life
of a 19th century London
police commissioner.

'70s
Sandra D. "Sandy"
Aaronson (B.A. '70)
recently joined the RE/MAX
Real Estate Group in El Paso
as a sales associate.
Francisco V. Baltier
(B.S. E. E. '70) is the chief
engineer at the U.S.
Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq.
Judy Downs- Lombardi
(B.A. '75; M.A. '82) of
Northridge, Calif., was
promoted to professor of
secondary education at
California State University,
Northridge, in July. DownsLombardi's textbook, Guide
to PACT: Performance
Assessment for California
Teachers, was published in
January 2010.
Robert L. Giron (B.A.
'73) was elected chair of
the Department of English,
Reading, World Languages
and the American English
Language Program at the
Takoma Park/Silver Spring
campus of Montgomery
College in Maryland in
January. Giron also edited
and contributed to Poetic
Voices Without Borders
2, a collection of English,
French and Spanish poems
by more than 150 authors.
The collection received
the USA Book News 2009
National Best Book Award
for Fiction & Literature in
the anthology category.
Johnny E. Hawkins
(B.A. '79) owns and
operates Johnny's Auto
Detailing service in Pearl
City, Hawaii.
Peter E. Hosey (B.A. '76),
a resident ol San Antonio,
was elected to the Council
of the Oil1 Gas and Energy
_Resources Law Section
of t~e State Bat of Texas.
Hosey, a partner ~t Jackson
Walker L.L.P., is an adjunct
professor at St. Mary's
University School of Law.
I

'80s
Laura A. Martinez
(B.B.A. '78) retired in
September after 30 years
with IBM, where she was
an administration manager.
She resides in San Jose,
Calif.
Harriet B. May (B.S.
'71), president and chief
executive officer of El Paso
credit union GECU, was
named chair of the Credit
Union National Association
in July.
Robert M. Muiioz (B.S.
'77) was elected to serve
a two-year term as chair
of the Central Area Council
of the Fort Worth [Texas]
Chamber of Commerce
in May. Munoz is the vice
president for continuing
education services at the
Trinity River Campus of
Tarrant County College.
Adam Nieto Jr. (B.A. '71),
owner of Native Contractors
Inc., received the SBA 8(a)
Business Development
Program Graduate of the
Year Award from the El
Paso Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce in November.
Joseph A. "Joey"
Pennies (B.S.Ed. '77;
M.Ed. '86) was inducted
into the El Paso Baseball
Hall of Fame in October.
Pennies was an all-district
outfielder at Coronado High
School in El Paso and a
four-year letterman at UTEP.
He also played and coached
baseball in Italy. Pennies
resides in El Paso.
Edward A. "Ed" Rosen
(B.A. '71; M.Ed. '77) was
hired by the state of
Indiana as a vocational
rehabilitation counselor in
September.
Russell A. "Russ"
Vandenburg (B.S.Ed.
'70) and his wife, Martha
"Marty" Vandenburg,
were presented the West
Texas-Southern New Mexico
Chapter of the Association
of Fundraising Professionals
2010 Award for Outstanding
Philanthropists in November.
Russ Vandenburg is president
and chief executive officer
of TVO North America,
a real estate services
company headquartered in
El Paso. He received UTEP's
Distinguished Alumni Award
in 2002.

Patricia "Pat" Alva Green (B.B.A. '80) received
the Women of Color in
Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math
special recognition award
in August. Alva-Green,
a business analyst
for Lockheed Martin
Aeronautics Co. in Fort
Worth, Texas, was
recognized for being in
the top 15 percent of the
technology industry and for
broad impact within and
outside of her discipline.
Samer M. Barakat
(B.B.A. '87) was appointed
manager of website
operations at the Applied
Science University in
Amman, Jordan, in October.
Barakat also is a lecturer in
the university's Department
of Management Information
Systems.
Lt. Col. James R. " Jim"
Burch II (B.B.A. '83),
who is retired from the
U.S. Army, was named L-3
Communications' senior
program manager for the
Constant Hawk airborne
intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance
program in Afghanistqn.
Burch is based at L-3
Communications' Greenville,
Texas, facility.

Switzerland researching
Occitan and Romanish
languages during summer
2010.
Lt. Col. Daniel A.
Lauretano (B.A. '86),
who is retired from the
U.S. Army, was appointed
c.ounsel to the National
Science Board in May. He
resides in Chester, Va.
Michael D. Marin (B.A.
'89) joined the Austin,
Texas, law boutique of
Boulette & Golden L.L.P. as
a partner in August.
Susana Martinez,
(B.A. '81) was elected
governor of New Mexico in
November and was sworn
into office on Jan. l, 2011.
She was the former district
attorney in Las Cruces,
N.M., since 1997.
Naomi Mery (B.M. '81), a
music teacher at Freedom
Elementary School in
Colorado Springs, Colo.,
received the Colorado
Springs School District
ll Crystal Apple Teacher
Excellence Award in June.

Antonette Denise
Graves (B.S. '80) was
appointed assistant
superintendent of schools
for the Ascension Parish
Public School District in
Donaldsonville, La., in
July. Graves, a resident of
Gonzales, La., is the first
African-American female to
hold this position.

Sylvia Dickey Smith
(B.A. '84; M.Ed. '85) is the
author of A War of Her Own:
The book, Smith's fifth, was
published in September.
Smith was named the
2010 SAGE Award winner
by the Barbara Burnett
Smith Mentoring Authors
Foundation in May for her
support of aspiring writers.
A retired psychotherapist
who resides in Georgetown,
Texas, Smith also is the
author of the cookbook,
Sassy Southern - Classy
Cajun, which was published
in December 2009.

Robert C.M. Gunn
(M.S. '86), is a consulting
geologist in Calgary,
Alberta, Canada. He
explores for Amoco Corp.
and other oil and gas
companies.

Scott W. Spivey
(B.S. Ed. '88) is the U.S.
Tennis Association's 2010
Southwest High School
Coach of the Year. Spivey
coaches tennis at El Paso's
Burges High School. /

Hugh H. Hughes
(B.A. '82; M.A. '85), an
English lecturer at Texas
A&M University at Qatar,
presented a paper on
the linguistic identity of
Christopher Columbus at
the Poetics and Linguistics
Association Conference at
the University of Genoa,
Italy, in July. He and
his wife, Carolyn Coker
Hughes (B.A. '85), spent
several weeks in Italy and

BeEtta L. " Be" Stoney
(B.S. '85; M.Ed. '87), a 2008
UTEP College of Education
Gold Nugget Award
recipient, was inducted into
the UTEP Athletic Hall of
Fame in October. Stoney,
a former UTEP women's
basketball player, is one of
two Miner women to have
more than 1,000 career
points and 500 career
rebounds and is UTEP's
third all-time leading scorer.

Stoney is the faculty-athletic
representative at Kansas
State University, where she
is an associate professor of
curriculum and instruction.
Rosemary M. Torres
(B.S.Ed. '89; M.Ed. '03) of
Austin, Texas, in May was
named Elementary District
Teacher of the Year by the
Lake Travis Independent
School District.
Raymond M. "Ray"
Tullius Jr. (B.S.W. '89)
is the director of El Paso's
Opportunity Center for the
Homeless.

'90s
Roberto Avant-Mier
(B.A. '97; M.A. '99),
associate professor in
UTEP's Department of
Communication is the
author of Rock the Nation,
which was published in May.
Marco C. Bencomo
(B.B.A. '99), of JDW
Insurance in El Paso,
received the Production
Leader Award for the
month of May. The award
recognizes employees who
generate new business for
the company.
Jose L. " Joe" Bradford
(B.B.A. '94; M.B.A. '97)
was promoted in June to
vice president of business
development for Shelby
Distributions, an office
supply, furniture and
equipment retailer in El Paso.
Antonio Castro
(B.F.A. '94), an associate
professor at UTEP, received
an honorable mention
award in May at the 2010
International Latino Book
Awards in New York City
for his book cover design
of Langston Hughes and
Arna Bontemps' Boy of the
Border.
Carmen Crosse (il.A.
'93; M.Ed. '05) was named
the principal of El Paso's
Del Valle High Schoor by the
Ysleta Independent School
District in September.
Veronica Escobar (B.A.
'91) was elected El Paso
county judge in November,
and sworn into office in
January.

Edward "Ed" Escudero
(B. B.A. '92) was named
chairman of the El Paso

:"
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UTEP saves more than $2.5 million a year as a result of
energy-saving efforts, promoting water conservation
through the use of native plants in landscaping and other
xeriscaping measures; as well as pursuing transportation
alternatives through car and van-pooling initiatives, electric
vehicle procurements, and biodiese~shuttle operations.
·
The UTEP Sustainability Policy is a commitment to
environmental stewardship, energy efficiency and
sustainability. The University continu'es to look for
alternatives that meaningfully contribute to the
environment in order to maintain the natural beauty
of the campus and the environment as a whole.

TM

.

-

www.utep.edu

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

I

500 WEST UNIVERSITY AVENUE

I

EL PASO , TEXAS

